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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


October 20, I960 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

7 


Subject: 


Proposed Letter to President Diem 
of the Republic of Viet-Nam 


Ambassador Durbrow has recommended that on the 
occasion of the fifth anniversary of the Republic of 
Viet-Nam, October 26, I960, you send a special letter 
to President Diem giving public support to him and 
his Government at a time when the Vietnamese are reso- 
lutely facing a very serious threat from the Communist 
guerrillas and there is increasing internal political 
tension. 

Acting on our instructions Ambassador Durbrow 
has, in strict confidence, recently made some strong 
and rather unpalatable suggestions to President Diem 
regarding measures which were felt to be necessary if 
his Government were to retain its popular support and 
put down the Communist guerrillas. 

I believe a letter from you would balance the 
effect of this necessary but unpleasant demarche and, 
in a broader sense, would strengthen the morale of the 
Vietnamese people and Government during a difficult 
period. 



A suggested letter is enclosed for your consider- 
ation. If you concur, the Department will be happy to 
transmit the letter telegraphically to our Embassy at 
Saigon for delivery to President Diem. I would recom- 
mend that release of the letter be at the discretion 
of President Diem. 




Christian A. 


Herter 


Enclosure : 

Suggested letter. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Authority /T)tf 

By _ .. NLE Date 



